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Paint night
offers fun
for amateurs,
experts
SELENA YAKABE
News Editor
Blank canvases suddenly came
to life with snowflakes and
snowmen. Paintbrushes added small details, and some even
deviated from the path and
painted houses and trees.
The first paint night offered by the University Program Council in Jack’s Place
Feb. 11 drew a crowd of about
15 people, almost all female, to
the event.
“We decided to do a paint
night because a lot of people
like the idea of painting, but a
lot of people also don’t know
how and haven’t been taught
step by step,” Chelsey Bertelson, UPC arts coordinator said.
“And it’s a fun activity that anyone can do regardless of their
ability. It’s relaxing and fun.”
Robert McLean, vice president of UPC, agreed it can include everyone.
“You don’t have to be an
artist,” McLean said. “But you
can put your own twist on it.”
Even those who aren’t as
advanced with painting were
able to have fun with step-bystep painting.
“I always get frustrated because I’m not as good at it,”
said Breah Waldron, a junior
nursing major. “But I’m enjoying it.”
For Tali Paulson, the one
leading the paint night, this is
her full-time job.
“I saw the idea on a reality TV show and thought it
would be fun to do with my
girlfriends for a fun night out,
but Sioux Falls didn’t have anything like that,” Paulson said.
She started with supplies
for 10 people, but now she has
supplies for 50.
“It’s a blast, it doesn’t feel
like a job,” Paulson said.
Paulson does paint night at
the South Dakota Art Museum
about every three months, but
this is her first time with just
South Dakota State students.
There is a lot that goes into
putting on a paint night, Paulson said. The first step is deciding on the painting she is
going to do.
“I create all my own paintings,” Paulson said. “Relatives send me cool pictures and
sometimes I’ll do that.”
The painting for the UPC
paint night was a snowman
wearing an SDSU jersey.
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DEFINING
AMERICA
First Amendment
helps students fight to
enter the conversation
KATHERINE CLAYTON
Managing Editor

Amendment rights are recognized in
the academic sectors of the university as well as in student life outside of
he First Amendment outthe classroom.
lines the five freedoms that
According to the First Amendall United States citizens pos- ment Center 2014 survey, when
sess: the freedom of speech,
asked to name the five freedoms 68
petition, assembly, religion and press. percent know the freedom of speech,
But for the South Dakota State
29 percent of people can say the freeUniversity Gay Straight Alliance the
dom of religion, 14 percent the freeFirst Amendment has also given
dom of the press, 7 percent rememthem the freedom to start a converber the right to assemble and 1 persation and begin of the process of be- cent the freedom to petition. Also, 29
ing heard.
percent of Americans who took the
“We’ve always been speaking
survey are not able to list any of the
and we’ve always been speaking up,
freedoms in the First Amendment.
but it’s nice that we’re actually beThe Freedom in Learning stateing heard and not being as censored,” ment is in every syllabus distributed
said Chris Hartzler, a fifth-year seacross campus. This statement connior hospitality management manects the First Amendment and the
jor and the graphic design chair for
proceedings in a classroom.
GSA.
Freedom in Learning states that
The GSA is using their freedom
students may not agree with the valof speech to create a dialogue about
ues and ideologies of their profesthe concerns LGBT+ students have
sor and they may engage in a converand to recognize their allies.
sation about the subject, but the stuIn previous years, individudent is still required to learn the maals posted discriminatory messagterial.
es on Facebook pages and tore down
The idea of academic free speech
GSA posters, according to Sandy Mo- was introduced in 2014 by a Universholder, senior sociology major and
sity of New Mexico student MonGSA president.
ica Pompeo. She filed and won a
“Whereas now there isn’t as
court case against the University of
much of that going on. It’s more cuNew Mexico because she was unriosity, asking questions
fairly judged in a class
and support,” Mosholdabout her beliefs rather
EDITORIAL:
er said.
than her performance,
How important
Now the group has
according to the court
is the First
their own office space,
document.
which opened during
The actions of the
Amendment?
this fall semester. It is
university student led
See A5.
located in the lower levother universities to
el of The Union. Mocreate a way to allow
sholder is especially
discussions and also
glad for the new space.
promote learning of content.
“It’s kind of like we’re available,
“You even can enter into discuswe’re here and they’re supporting
sion about [differences in opinions]
us, and before we had one pamphlet
and we actually encourage that …
space in the Multicultural center,”
the whole idea of discourse and diaMosholder said.
logue is part of what we think learnIn addition to allowing groups
ing is all about,” said Provost Laurie
that have had limited inclusion in
Nichols.
campus conversations to exercise
their speech, the four other First
Continued to A6
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The Sixth Street and 22nd Avenue intersection will be closed between May and August 2017 to redesign the intersection, creating a second left-turn lane. The construction is just one phase of a bigger project to widen Sixth Street.

Sixth Street to see up to 7 lanes by summer 2018
HEIDI KRONAIZL
Reporter
A $16 million construction project will close the busiest intersection in Brookings, forcing drivers to find a new route
through town.
From May to August 2017,
the 22nd Avenue and Sixth
Street intersection will be shut
down and completely redesigned
as part of a beginning phase to a

CORRECTION:

larger Sixth Street construction
project.
Parts of the road, being
one of the most used streets in
Brookings, sees over 16,000
vehicles daily, according to
the South Dakota Department of Transportation (SDDOT).
Construction will be completed in several phases, starting with 22nd Avenue going east
to 34th Avenue the summer of

2017. After this part is finished,
Sixth Street from the Medary
Avenue and Main Avenue intersections will see improvements
as soon as the following summer.
According to Mike Struck,
the community development director for Brookings, the first
phase is going to be a total reconstruction. The intersection
of Sixth Street and 22nd Avenue
will see additional lanes added to the intersection and parts

of the road will have up to seven lanes.
“They’ll provide two lefthand turning lanes, two through
[lanes] in each direction and
then there’ll be a drop off lane to
turn right as well,” Struck said.
This redesign is intended to
help solve the traffic congestion
on the southern part of 22nd
Avenue and make the intersection safer. According to SDDOT,
more than 84 accidents in the

last six years have occurred in
this intersection.
In the first phase of Sixth
Street reconstruction, both
bridges spanning over Interstate 29 will be replaced with
one bridge to condense the road.
That will eliminate the existing
median separating the two directions of traffic.

Continued to A3

Cory Jacques’ name was spelled incorrectly in a story entitled “Hop into the Wild Hare Racing Club” in the Feb. 10 issue of The Collegian.
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Daily Crime Log
2.7.16
• 3:15 a.m. @ 900
Block of 11th.
DUI, Underage
Consumption, No
Insurance, Exp.
Registration, Speeding.
• 10:30 p.m. @ Ben
Reifel Hall. Arson x 4
2.9.16
• 1:40 p.m. @ Burglar y.
2.10.16
• 9:12 a.m. @ Big East
Lot. Petty Theft.
• 10:23 a.m. @
McFadden Biostress.
Petty Theft.
2.12.16
• 4:17 a.m. @ 700
Block of 20th Ave. DUI.
2.13.16
• 4:12 a.m. @ Hyde
Hall. 2 Alcohol Policy
Violation.
• 5:55 a.m. @ Hansen
Hall. Intentional
Property Damage.
• 2:42 p.m. @ Mathews
Hall. Dating Violence.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED /
SERVICES OFFERED

M&S Business Cleaning.
Hours from approx. 5 to
9 p.m., 1 to 5 days per
week available. For more
information call (605)
690-1554.
WORK STUDY POSITION: Newspaper
carrier wanted. Work
approximately 4 hours
on Wednesdays delivering The Collegian to
more than 100 on and off
campus sites, beginning
after 2:00 p.m. until the
delivery route is completed. Must have valid driver’s license. Vehicle will
be provided. Route will
be shared between two
people. Must be able to
lift 10 pounds. Pay is $10/
hour.
Immediate opening for
overnight caregiver and
day caregiver. Duties
include light housekeeping, some cooking, laundry and caring for elderly.
Alternating weekends and
holiday. Apply in person
at Dakota Sun Assisted
Living, Volga SD 125
West Second Ave. Phone
number is (605) 627-9141.
HOUSING FOR RENT /
SALE
3 bedroom duplex for
rent. Available June 1,
2016 for 1 year. Walking distance to campus
and downtown. Rent is
$900.00. Contact text
number is 605-690-1257.

Follow us on
Twitter at
@sdsucollegian
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SA represents student voice, lobbies at capital
MAKENZIE HUBER
News Editor
“We’ll split up.” Two senators
walked away to lobby on the
House floor, while the other two
chased down a legislator in another part of the capital building.
Watching the Students’ Association lobby at the capital is like watching a football
team set up its next play. Days
in Pierre are filled with the senators’ group huddles, strategic
thinking and whispering about
what the next move should be.
The only thing missing were secret hand signals.
The four senators broke up
their group huddle after figuring out the day’s lobbying strategy Jan. 27.
President Caleb Finck and
State and Local Government
Chair Ashley Tonak walked
away to speak to representatives
on the House floor. Vice President Matt Dahle and Administrative Assistant Ally Helms
chased down a legislator in another part of the capital building to persuade him to support
a bill.
SA senators lobby at the
capital as a way to represent
the student voice at South Dakota State University. They also
represent the students through
passing resolutions and maintaining communication with
legislators, city council members and administrators.
“As students we have a different voice than the institution
or the Board of Regents, and
they [legislators] will tell you
that,” he said.
Legislators email Finck and
ask questions about what students think about different
pieces of legislation, Finck said.
Doug Wermedal, interim vice
president of Student Affairs,
said legislators’ willingness to
listen to what representatives
from SA say is a testament to
the organization’s role.
“The fact that the student
voice is consequential in legislative matters is a testament to
that effort,” Wermedal said. “In
other words, if students’ voices weren’t heard through that
route, then what other methods
are there?”
Senators not only represent
the student body for matters in
the capital, but at the city coun-

MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian

SA President Caleb Finck answers questions about the good samaritan alcohol policy bill (HB1078) for Rep. Isaac Latterell, R-Sioux
Falls Jan. 27 in Pierre. The lawmaker represents the communities of Sioux Falls, Harrisburg, Lennox and Tea.

cil and administrative level.
Tonak’s position as state and
local government chair requires
she stay informed on what’s
happening in the city and at the
state level, and attend Brookings City Council meetings.
“We have a presence there
just to maintain that relationship with them and ensure
them that we truly, SDSU and
Brookings, want to be one community functioning together,
receiving the benefits of having a community like Brookings
supporting SDSU and having a
college campus like SDSU supporting the town of Brookings,”
Tonak said.
Tonak estimated she spends
about 15 or 20 hours each week
working on SA related matters,
depending on whether she travels to Pierre for the legislative
session each week. Finck said
he travels to Pierre about once
every week during the session.
Two bills requiring the attention of SA this session include a bill that would grant
limited immunity from charges

to underagedrinking young
adults who call emergency medical services for another person
who needs it (HB 1078), otherwise known as the Good Samaritan Alcohol
Policy (GSAP) bill. The other bill would allow the sale of
alcohol on college campuses for
university sponsored events,
such as fundraising events (SB
102).
In order to lobby for or
against bills or actions at the
university administration, city
council or state legislature level; SA senators pass a resolution
containing the views and beliefs
representing the SDSU student
body.
In terms of the GSAP bill,
SA senators supported the bill
passing through the legislature.
The Senate unanimously voted to pass its own resolution in
support of the bill, which was
used by Finck to show legislators what students felt about
the GSAP bill.
When Finck traveled to
Pierre to support the bill he an-

swered any questions legislators
had for him from a student perspective and testified on behalf
of the bill. He used the resolution passed by SA as “proof ” he
had students standing behind
him supporting the bill.
The amount of time spent
in Pierre by the president of SA
or by other members of SA depends on both the legislation
present in Pierre and how much
time the senators are willing to
devote to representing the student voice.
Tonak said that besides lobbying and making resolutions,
most of the work SA does is “behind the scenes.”
“I think that sometimes it’s
not very public knowledge what
SA specifically does for students,” Tonak said, “but there’s
tons of background work and
foundation that’s constantly being laid to make sure that those
relationships are the best they
can be and to make sure that we
all are functioning together.”

Escape from Happiness packs a punch
NICOLE HAMILTON
News Reporter
A toaster slams into a criminal’s head. He spins
around and a refrigerator door slams him from
behind. The man who threw the toaster takes him
down and tries to pin him to the floor. This isn’t
the scene of a real life crime. This a part of the
play “Escape from Happiness.”
The play runs from Feb. 16 to 22 at 7:30 p.m.
every day in the Fishback Theater of the Performing Arts Center with a matinee Sunday, Feb. 21 at
2 p.m. Tickets are still available at the State University Theatre box office or online at sdstate.tix.
com.
The “Escape from Happiness” play is set in
a modern day city with a dysfunctional family
plagued with unfortunate events. Allie Kantack,
one of the actresses, said the characters “struggle
to love each other” properly but try to overcome
their challenges together.
It is more contemporary than most plays the
Theatre Department typically chooses to perform,
according to Brittney McClendon, one of the actresses. The play has more stage combat than
usual and the characters are crazier, she said.
“It’s fun to do a combat-heavy show,” McClendon said.
Director of the play, Jim Wood, teaches a stage
combat theatre class on campus, and some of the
students who were in the class are in the play.
Kantack took the class and is excited to put
her new skills into an actual play. She said it takes
practice to use all of the props and not to hurt
anyone.
The actors run each fight scene every practice
to commit it to muscle memory so that it looks
natural, Wood said.
REBECCA STARKENBURG • The Collegian
“The basic premise behind stage combat is not
Left to right: Cody Schwartz, Alex Garcia and Chris Wheeler were participating in an combat scene in Escape
actual
fighting, but the illusion of fighting,” Wood
from Happiness. This is one of the many combat scenes in the play.
said.
Learning to stage fright is time-consuming as
well. For a three-minute combat scene, it takes
about 12 to 16 hours to choreograph, learn it and
act it out safely, Wood said.
Actress Erin Stein said it’s weird to have as
crazy of characters in a show, and it’s a really over
exaggerated version of life. She does enjoy playing
a different type of character. She doesn’t do much
of the stage combat, but she enjoys watching it.
“The boys really enjoy [the stage fighting],”
she said.
Wood said the play covers many disciplines
and not just stage combat.
“The best part about this play is that it is a
comedy but covers deeper issues,” Wood said.
The play has underlying issues of physical abuse, emotional abuse and police brutality
he said. Every play has a subtext, and according
to Wood, this play has more subtext and deeper
meaning than most.
“I really like how it is a unique genre,” Kantack
REBECCA STARKENBURG• The Collegian
said. “I really look forward to see how the audiAllie Kantack threatens Chris Wheeler with a rolling pin to the face during a scene in Escape from Happiness.
ence responds.”
She also points a knife at him later in the play.
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Where: Sixth Street from
Medary Avenue and Main
Avenue intersections
When: As early as Summer
2018

>> 6TH STREET
Continued from A1
The intersection of Sixth Street
and 25th Avenue near the BP
gas station and the Days Inn
will also be improved, Struck
said.
“That is a very confusing
intersection out there … with
the striping and the traffic sig
nals,” Struck said. “Just with
the amount of truck traffic that
runs through that intersection
… they [SDDOT] found that
they needed to provide a bet
ter intersection because you al
most have to do a snake move
ment to get through.”
In addition, all frontage
roads will be removed except
for the one near 22nd Avenue,
in front of the Perkins Fami

ly Restaurant. SDDOT is in the
final planning stages and hopes
to bid out the project in late
June.
A later phase of Sixth Street
construction is in the design
stage. From the Medary Ave
nue to Main Avenue section of
Sixth Street, the city of Brook
ings and the SDDOT want to
implement a five-lane system,
resulting in a center turn lane
down this part of the street.
The turn lane would give driv
ers a safe place to wait and
turn versus backing up traffic
when waiting to turn.
Lewayne Erickson, an attor
ney in Brookings, has an office
sitting where the five-lane sys
tem is going to be implement
ed. during the 21 years his of
fice has been on Sixth Street,
rear-end accidents have been

sdsucollegian.com A3

Where: Sixth Street and
22nd Avenue intersection
When: Summer 2017

an issue. This is because turn
ing is unsafe due to late turn
signals and drivers not paying
attention, Erickson said.
“My concern is safety, and
I think that having a turning
lane greatly enhances the safe
ty of this five or six block area,”
Erickson said.
To implement the five-lane
system, the street will have to
be widened, and a number of
trees in the downtown area will
be cutdown.
“It’s a beautiful area and it’s
still residential, and there are
still concerns as to the width
of it, and we would lose some
trees in the process,” Brookings
Mayor Tim Reed said.
A protected bike lane could
be implemented in this phase
of construction as well. Reed
said the road could be wid

Where: 22nd Avenue East
to 34th Avenue.
When: Summer 2017

ened by at least four to five feet
on each side. Larger storm wa
ter drains and basins will be
installed during this phase of
construction to help prevent
areas flooding during heavy
rains in this area.
City residents can give their
input to the construction proj
ect, however, because Sixth
Street is a part of U.S. High
way 14, the ultimate decision
for change lies in the hands of
SDDOT. They will foot the $16
million that it will take to re
vamp.
Since August 2012, SDDOT
has been conducting traffic
studies on Sixth Street to see
which method would best con
trol traffic and make the roads
safest for drivers. The City of
Brookings and SDDOT have
been working together to find

which road plans will best ac
commodate Brookings’ needs.
Reed said SDDOT is open to
discussion to hear what Brook
ings residents would like to see
in an improved road.
“They [SDDOT] have what
they would like to accomplish
with the road, and as a city, you
have what you would like to ac
complish with the road because
it is in your city,” Reed said.
“It’s quite a long process, but it
has evolved.”

Transgender bathroom bill
sent to South Dakota governor

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MERCEDES LEMKE
Ag Reporter

Animal:Dairy Cattle
Did you know...

Dairy cattle produce an average of 6.3 gallons of milk
daily.
Milk is measured by farmers in pounds not gallons
Dairy Cattle have to have a calf before they can
produce milk. Before having a calf they are called a
heifer.
Cows only have bottom teeth. They use their bottom
teeth to grind and chew their food on the roof of their
mouth.
Cows can drink up to 50 gallons of water a day. This
is equivalent to approximately the size of a bath tub.
Information retrieved from: www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/sheep.html;
www.think-differently-about-sheep.com/Sheep%20_Facts.html; http://www.pbs.org/
pov/sweetgrass/sheep-facts/

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) —
South Dakota would be the
first state in the U.S. to ap
prove a law requiring transgen
der students to use bathrooms
and locker rooms that corre
spond to their sex at birth if
the governor signs a bill passed
Tuesday by the state Senate.
The Senate voted 2015 to
send the bill to Republican
Gov. Dennis Daugaard, who
initially responded positively to
the measure but said last week
he’d need to study it more be
fore making a decision.
Advocates say the bill is
meant to protect the privacy of
students, but opponents say it
discriminates against vulnera
ble adolescents.
Under the plan, schools
would have to provide a “rea
sonable accommodation” for
transgender students, such as
a singleoccupancy bathroom or
the “controlled use” of a staff
designated restroom, locker
room or shower room.
Republican Sen. David Om
dahl urged other legislators
Tuesday to support the bill to
“preserve the innocence of our
young people.”

Democratic lawmakers and
some Republicans unsuccess
fully opposed the measure in
the Senate.
The American Civil Liber
ties Union of South Dakota and
Human Rights Campaign have
been vocal in their opposition
to the measure and have called
on Daugaard to veto the legis
lation.
“History has never looked
kindly upon those who attack
the basic civil rights of their
fellow Americans, and histo
ry will not treat kindly those
who support this discriminato
ry measure,” Chad Griffin, the
president of the LGBTrights
organization Human Rights
Campaign, said in a statement
Tuesday.
Transgender advocates have
also criticized comments made
by some lawmakers, includ
ing Omdahl, about transgender
people.
“I’m sorry if you’re so twist
ed you don’t know who you
are,” Omdahl said at a recent
event when asked about the
bill. “I’m telling you right now,
it’s about protecting the kids,
and I don’t even understand
where our society is these
days.”

Several states have looked
at addressing gender and pub
lic facilities in the past several
years. But South Dakota would
be the first state in the nation
to put such a measure into law,
said Joellen Kralik, a research
analyst at the National Confer
ence of State Legislatures.
The Legislature’s passage
of the bill is “shocking,” said
Thomas Lewis, a transgender
student in his senior year at
Lincoln High School in Sioux
Falls, the state’s most populous
city.
“At this point, I’m hoping
that the governor has a sense
of humanity and the common
sense not to write this bill into
law,” said Lewis, who is plan
ning to attend college in Min
nesota. “I am so glad to be leav
ing soon. I can escape the op
pression that my home state
wants to put on me.”
Supporters say South Dako
ta’s plan is a response to chang
es in the Obama administra
tion’s interpretation of the fed
eral Title IX antidiscrimination
law related to education. Fed
eral officials have said that bar
ring students from restrooms
that match their gender identi
ty is prohibited under Title IX.
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Editorial

Issue:

The freedoms
granted in the First
Amendment are
under appreciated,
even though many
other countries
do not have these
freedoms.

The gift of having an opinion, a voice and the right to make a change
What would our world or the
United States look like without
the Bill of Rights?
The government would control all forms of communication.
No one would be able to express
their thoughts and opinions on
any subject. Someone would
dictate what religion everyone
would practice or if religion was
not allowed. If a group of people was against a law, they would
not be able to protest through
documents or demonstrations.
Imagine if all contact between
individuals was regulated.
This country would look
drastically different. Everything
would be controlled, and yet the
First Amendment is taken for
granted. Most individuals do not
know the rights granted to them
by the First Amendment and
other individuals only know a
select few of their rights granted
by the First Amendment.
We, The Collegian, believe
that our First Amendment is

amazing because it allows us as
Americans to speak up and out.
Also, we are able to be our own
person. We can choose our religion, what news media we consume, what groups we belong to,
if we oppose a law to protest or
to gather with other individuals.
However, there is a lot of
confusion about what the First
Amendment actually means. It
does not allow us to silence the
views of others. Our freedom
of speech stops when we encroach on someone else’s ability
to speak.
For The Collegian staff, the
freedom of the press is one of
the most important freedoms
included in the First Amendment. Without this freedom,
there would not be a Collegian
at South Dakota State University. Newspapers would not exist
as they do today. The freedom of
the press enables us to be watchdogs for SDSU students. We
are able to state what is actual-

Stance:
The First
Amendment is
essential to life
in America and
our world would
look drastically
different without
it.

ly happening without fear of being shut down by university administrators or Students’ Association if we exposed something
they didn’t approve.
This freedom is just one part
of the First Amendment, but it
is essential. The Collegian is able
to be the voice for the students.
Our publication is a way for the
student body to be united by
the uncertainties, triumphs and
tragedies.
In addition to the freedom
of speech, all of the freedoms included in the amendment help
to strengthen us as individuals
and future professionals. We, at
The Collegian, believe the First
Amendment enhances our prospects in the future because we
know our rights and expectations as Americans.
The next time you or someone else speaks, thank the First
Amendment.

The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Jacks
React!

“As students, I think it is
important that we express
ourselves. It is important to talk
about religion and government.
It helps us build diversity within
ourselves.”

How do you think the First Amendment
affects us as students?

“It gives us the opportunity to
explore diversity. I like being able
to express my opinions freely. And
it is good that we are allowed to
know what goes on in our world.”

“I think it brings a lot of diversity
to us. It is good for students to
express themselves. I like how
all cultures are accepted and feel
comfortable being here.”

Craig Reiter

Kristen Akers

Brittney Saunders

Sophomore

Junior

Sophomore

Pre-Pharmacy
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Ecology

The Collegian is the
independent student
newspaper at South
Dakota State University
in Brookings, S.D.
The Collegian is
published by and for
South Dakota State
University students under
the First Amendment
guarantees of free speech

and a free press.
Opinions expressed on
these pages are not
necessarily those of the
student body, faculty,
staff or administration.
The Collegian is
published weekly on
Wednesday during the
academic year of SDSU.

“For students, social media is huge, and
without freedom of speech, it would
not exist. We identify with our majors,
so it is important that we are able to
express ourselves and who we are.”

Molly Gray

Pre-Pharmacy
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Research Farm holds value, memories for student
CASEY SNYDER
Guest Columnist
I have learned a lot in my time
at South Dakota State University. I have gained skills in horticulture, learned the history of
pioneers in the industry and had
the honor of working with people who know so much but are
now no longer a part of the university.
There’s a place just across Interstate 29 where I have learned
more about what is possible in
my field than anywhere else on
the SDSU campus. The Niels
Ebbesen Hansen Research Farm
is home to grapes, future syrup
producing maples, unique apple
varieties and many hours of happiness for me and others.
This farm was once a place
of innovation and activity. Today, the property is considered
underused and may possibly be
sold if SDSU chooses to do so.

This property still holds incredible potential for research and
stands to model itself after Iowa
State University. The history of
the property still has an impact
on students today.
On a winter’s day, I stroll
along the gravel roads at the research farm and look up into the
dormant trees. Often, I spot a
crow—some days I catch small
sparrows swinging around in the
Dogwood shrubs. There’s a huge,
white cat living near the out
buildings, and a few deer resist
capture by hiding in the brush
and avoiding the corn bait set by
Game, Fish and Parks.
I am usually alone in these
mwoments, but occasionally, I
invite a wild Brittany puppy and
a wilder, blonde entomologist to
join me.
When I’m alone I feel just
that--alone. My daydreams are
filled with summer sounds and
warm wind. Memories return

to days I spent harvesting vegetables, pruning apple trees and
picking up windblown sunflower stalks. Autumn bright squash
and spring bulbs fade into the
white snow as I wish for the land
to transform into a horticultural oasis among the corn and soybean fields.
During the spring semester
of 2015, I was very lucky to host
an event at the research farm.
Here, I taught people about
mushroom cultivation and gave
them a chance to try it themselves on logs that I harvested
from the bountiful and unused
trees on the N.E. Hansen site.
Friends, family, professors
and new acquaintances came
and went to the farm. Each person left with a newly inoculated log and with a new skill to be
shared with others. By this point
I could see that an event like this
was rare and not likely to happen again anytime soon.

I had already begun to spend
less and less time here after the
plant science department shut
down the student farm and
Community Supported Agriculture program that had just begun the year before in 2014. As
one student of many that gained
so much from that program and
from the instructor who headed
it, I was extremely disappointed
to see it go. Today I remain disappointed with how little work
is performed at the N.E. Hansen
Farm and with the lessening impact of horticulture in South Dakota.
In May, I will have to say
goodbye to the research farm.
I wish more students knew the
farm like I did and there was an
initiative to save the property
and to use it for a real farm and
production site.
The farm was not just some
disconnected plot of land over
the interstate. The N.E. Han-

sen Research Farm was (and is)
a place of horticulture, history
and, most importantly, opportunity. I came to this farm with little knowledge about what it was
or who it was for, but today I
can’t believe how much I gained
from my time there.
Do yourself a favor and take
time to learn about N.E. Hansen. Take time to value a place
or a person you learned from
whether you can still visit that
place or person or not.
If I’m lucky enough I’ll be
able to see the apple trees bloom
and leaf in the spring one more
time before I go.
Casey Snyder is a horticulture
major at SDSU and can be reached
at casey.snyder@jacks.sdstate.edu.

Agriculture is everywhere
What it is like being
the ‘ag kid’ growing up
NICOLE HAMILTON
Columnist

BRENNA RAMSDEN
Columnist
In 1881, Dakota Agricultural College
was founded as a land-grant college,
primarily focusing on agriculture. Since
its beginning, South Dakota State University has changed names, added quite
a few dorms and expanded its list of accredited majors.
Some students still attend SDSU for
the agriculture program. I happen to be
one of them. Not all “ag kids” have the
same experiences, but this is mine.
I grew up in a small town in southwest Wisconsin, so being part of the agriculture community is nothing new
to me, but being part of the agriculture community on the SDSU campus is
something special.
When I started at SDSU, I was excited to be assigned to Hansen Hall. I
made many long-lasting friendships
because of the community in Hansen,
where BBQs took place on the deck
weekly, skilled ropers practiced daily and some sort of dead game coming
through the lobby was a common sight.
The greatest thing about Hansen Hall
was that it was a family and a tradition.
As a student in Hansen, I was automatically deemed an “ag kid.” Thatwas not wrong, but that did not mean I
didn’t know anything about the rest of
the world. I had friends from many different majors all over campus, which
were different from my Hansen Hallmates.
You see, I am not your stereotypical “ag kid.” Sure, I would rather spend
time with my cows than humans, and I
can field dress a whitetail just as well as
any boy, but I also enjoy wearing dresses

to dinner and listening to indie music.
Today, most of my peers probably
do not even realize that I am an “ag kid.”
I do not wear boots or Sperry’s to class,
I do not thrive on country music and I
own more leggings than bootcut jeans.
So when I speak out on agricultural issues in support of farmers, some people
may be surprised.
I tell my roommates that I have a
“hipster heart with a gypsy soul,” and
they completely agree. Growing up an
“ag kid” does not mean that you never
travel or that you are uneducated. Actually, I traveled to Norway because I was
an “ag kid.”
Because I am an “ag kid,” I have
strong views of the world since I have
traveled it, I can handle life and death
because I held it in my hands and I can
handle business because I had a key role
in running a farm.
The problem with being an “ag kid”
is that society has turned it into being
a “hick.” Students today are too far removed from the farm to know what it is
really about, and the “ag kids” feel too
much of a divide to try to explain it.
So today we have SDSU students
who are stealing the head of the roping
steer in front of Pierson Hall for the fun
of it, and we have a residence hall dedicated to the agriculture major on the
complete opposite end of campus from
all of the classrooms. I think people are
forgetting the history of SDSU or maybe
they just never took the time to learn it.
Brenna Ramsden is an agriculture communications major at SDSU and can be
reached at brenna.ramsden@jacks.sdstate.
edu.

Agriculture. Here in South Dakota, we see
the word everywhere. South Dakota State
University is a land-grant school with
its main focus in agriculture, so it makes
sense that the word is common. But what
is agriculture exactly?
For most of us cows, corn and maybe
plows come to mind. The actual definition
of agriculture is: the science, art or occupation concerned with cultivating land;
raising crops and feeding, breeding and
raising livestock. Farming.
That’s a pretty broad definition. Cultivating, raising, feeding, breeding and
farming? Those words could describe a
small garden or running a pet shop. Technically, those two examples are a part of
agriculture just not in the way most commonly thought of.
I grew up on a farm near Hitchcock,
South Dakota. My family raises beef cattle and crops. I’ve been exposed to many
different kinds of agriculture, but there is
much I’m still learning about.
There are orchards in Florida growing
apples. Chickens are raised in the southwest United States. Artichokes come from
California. Texas has successful fish farms.
More flowers come from South America than the U.S. and China produces the
most pork in the world.
There are so many types of agriculture
that there is no one correct definition. Agriculture could have thousands of definitions to describe each part, and it still
wouldn’t be enough. Any type of animal
raised or crop grown could fall into the agriculture category. There are other major
types of agriculture, too.
Agriculture uses much more technology nowadays. GPS, biotechnology and precision agriculture all contribute to being
more environmentally friendly, safer and
profitable. According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, these advances are allowing us to produce as much
food as we do.
Advancements in caring for animals
have changed the face of the livestock industry. Temple Grandin, a professor at
Colorado State University, has studied animal behavior for years, and her contributions to livestock handling equipment
have benefited both animals and people.
And I haven’t even covered the food
portion of agriculture yet.
I’ll leave the food part of agriculture
alone for now, but imagine going back to
my farm with me. We are moving cattle.
I hop onto the four-wheeler (or ATV, as
some of you might know it) and we drive
out to the pasture to round up the cattle.
Slowly, but surely, we move them out of
the pasture onto the gravel road. The cows
and calves walk along and we make sure to
keep them out of the neighbor’s cornfield.
Eventually, we get them to where they are
supposed to go—another pasture.
A couple of months later we’ll wean
(separate the calves and the cows from
each other). At about 15 months of age, the
calves will be old enough to market. The
cows will have another calf by that time.
We’ll keep track of their data, keep them
healthy and try to improve our techniques.
That’s one of my definitions of agriculture,
but maybe it’s not yours.
The answer to “what is agriculture?” is
far more complex than one simple definition. My hope is that we all search for our
own definition, one that is accurate and
true. Ask questions and find people involved with agriculture. After all, it is one
of the most interesting and diverse industries in the world.
Nicole Hamilton is an agriculture communications major at SDSU and can be reached at
nicole.hamilton@jacks.sdstate.edu.
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>> PAINT NIGHT
Continued from A1

“I did this one because I didn’t have any
sports paintings,” Paulson said. “I want my
painting to appeal more to both sexes. I think
it tends to be a lot more females and people
think it’s typical flowers and things like that.”
But there is more to this job than just art.
Paulson is also in charge of everything
from the creation of her website to client
contact to coordinating the party and deciding on the music playlist. She even has to
take care of the taxes and clean up, she said.
“The art aspect is my favorite,” Paulson
said.
Paulson does not restrict her students’
creativity, so attendees are allowed to put a
personal touch on their paintings.
“I like at the end how, even though we
do the same painting, people’s personalities
come out in each painting,” Paulson said. “It
happens every time.”
Xiaoyu Guo, an operations management
graduate student, decided to attend the night
to relax.
“Normally, I am too busy with study,” Guo
said. “It gives me a good outlook on life. You
outline first, the bigger picture and then fill
in the rest.”
Guo said she enjoyed the freedom Paulson
allowed with the painting.
“It is the Chinese New Year, so I can use
Chinese symbols,” Guo said. “The teacher gave you a foundation and you get to add
SELENA YAKABE • The Collegian something quick.”
Junior nursing student Breah Waldron is shown at the Paint Night following step-by-step instructions on how to paint an SDSU snowman.
Paulson emphasizes anyone is capable of
painting at her events.

>> 1ST AMENDMENT
Continued from A1
Nichols said during her time at
SDSU she does not remember having a student file a complaint that
their First Amendment rights were
violated. Most students file a complaint about a grade rather than
First Amendment issues.
“It’s really important that we
give students the opportunity to express their rights and speak freely
and learn,” Nichols said. “We don’t
expect people to become a carbon
copy of our faculty. We want people
to become … who they are as individuals.”
Freedom of Speech extends outside the classroom setting into student daily life even as they are
walking to and from classes. Students may have occasionally noticed
campus visitors standing on the
grass outside of Wagner Hall.
Doug Wermedal, interim vice
president for Student Affairs, said
the visitors should not intrude into
the student’s daily life and there is a
policy for visitors on campus to ensure this idea is enforced.

The University Student Manual states, “South Dakota State University ensures the rights of free
speech and expression, and encourages the timely and rational discussion of topics whereby the ethical
and intellectual development of the
student body and general welfare of
the public may be promoted.”
Protesting visitors have to give
a 24-hour notice to The Union that
there will be a protest and while the
visitors are on campus they must
not touch students, not block walking traffic and must stay 50 feet
from The Union, according to the
University Student Manual.
“If you expect to be able to advocate for the ideas you most closely
hold, whatever the ideas might be,
then you must allow for the similar
expression of ideas with which you
find yourself in rigorous disagreement, otherwise the theatre of ideas
never works,” Wermedal said.
Wermedal said he has not encountered a Freedom of Speech issue that has reached the Vice President’s office. He believes listening is
an essential part of the Freedom of
Speech.
“Free speech implies a listener,

an engager and the return of that
is the turn into free dialogue,” Wermedal said.
Free dialogue is what GSA hopes
to achieve in the future. They have
been included in more conversations, but they hope to continue being included in the conversation.
Hartzler has a strategy when encountering people who have differing views.
“I take a mentality of ‘get to
know these people, befriend these
people, show them we’re human beings, too,’ and I don’t have to push
my agenda because as they get to
know me they’re going to start to
care,” Hartzler said. “And as they
start to care, they will warm up to
the issues that are part of the community that I’m in.”
For Hartzler, listening to one
another’s opinions is essential.
“You’ve got to listen and respect
their opinions, too, because sometimes they have a point that we haven’t thought of. That is something
that, as community, that we have
to tackle,” Hartzler said. “It’s a twoway street of connecting and respecting each other.”

Sciences Center of Excellence was incorrectly named in the story entitled “Wecota: the
CORRECTION: Geospatial
transformation from the 20th century to now” in the Feb. 10 issue of The Collegian.
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Radiothon to Fashion
raise donations Foward
State-A-Thon utilizes
new ways to raise money
HAILEY KLINE
Lifestyles Editor
South Dakota State University’s State-A-Thon organization is teaming up with the Children’s Miracle Network Hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota in a Radiothon for local miracle families.
This particular event is unfamiliar to the Brookings area. At
least, it is unfamiliar to the area
for the past decade.
The event is from 6 a.m. to
6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 18 and is
hosted on B93.7, according to
Shannon Miller, senior pharmacy major and overall coordinator of State-A-Thon. Miracle stories will be shared and live interviews with miracle families will
run on the air.
Donations can be made by
calling into the station within the time frame or stopping by
the radio station.
Kelly Beneke, junior pharmacy major and executive board
member of State-A-Thon, said
the goal for one-day donations is
$25,000.
“All of our proceeds go to local miracle families to help with
the costs of travel, appointments
and medical equipment for the
children,” Beneke said.
The overall goal is to raise
$90,000, topping last year’s total of just over $88,000. This
year’s goal includes proceeds
from both Radiothon and the
State-A-Thon Dance Marathon,
which will be held April 2 in the
Volstorff Ballroom.

Beneke said State-A-Thon’s
Radiothon is quite popular in
Sioux Falls, and the organization
is trying to move Brookings toward a similar direction.
Beneke said all of the miracle
families come on April 2.
“It’s a really moving event,”
she said.
Some of those involved with
State-A-Thon on campus have
loved ones who have been affected by illnesses who have turned
to CMNH for treatment, including Beneke. She said the hard
work put into State-A-Thon is
worthwhile in the end to see the
children’s faces.
“I have a five-year-old cousin
battling leukemia for the second
time,” Beneke said. “I came to
campus looking to make a difference…State-A-Thon gives us the
chance to make a difference.”
Along with Beneke’s niece,
Bryan Waltz, program director
and morning host for KCountry 102.3, shared his connection
with CMNH and how the hospital helped with the expenses of
his son’s premature birth.
“[CMN] helped with gas
cards, lunch vouchers and hotel
room costs, which takes a lot of
stress out of the situation,” Waltz
said.
State-A-Thon is an organization scattered throughout the
United States, but Waltz said all
of the money raised locally will
stay local.
“I think,” Beneke said, “people should be involved in StateA-Thon to experience something
bigger than ourselves.”

Q A
&

with Amanda John

Q: How important is style and presentation to you?

A: I think it’s very important, but at the

same time, I’m one of those people who
believes in self expression. I think there are
people who can dress up in sweatpants
and look amazing or wear a dress everyday
and look incredible. It’s just what your
fashion is and what you love to do and
how you feel. If you don’t feel comfortable
in what you wear, you’re never going to
look as good as you will when you’re 100
percent comfortable.

Q: How do you decide what to wear

everyday? Do you have it planned out or
do you randomly throw on whatever you
want to wear?

A: There are nights when I’m like “I’m

going to look pretty good tomorrow,” but
there are definitely some days when I wake
up way too late, that I’m like “where are my
sweatpants?”

Q: Who do you look to for style inspiration?

A: A number of people actually. I adore

Janelle Monet. Her style is amazing, and
she’s actually one of those people who
goes through different evolutions with
style. She’s never afraid to try different
block colors. I definitely used to go through
old magazines and look at Audrey Hepburn.
I’m obsessed with her. She’s my role model.

HAILEY KLINE• The Collegian

Amanda John poses for a picture in the Union. Her knit, gray sweater and baggy brown
joggers create a comfortable and relaxed style.

really affordable and I always seem to find
what I want, and they’re always doing sales.
I’m obsessed with sales.
I have no idea why, but I’m obsessed with
Michael Kors bags, I have a ton of them.

Q: What is your favorite piece of clothing
to buy?

A: Probably shoes. I might have a problem when it comes to shoes. My mother
keeps saying “you’re never going to wear
this,” but you just never know.

Q:

Do you have any advice for people
who want to expand their style?

A: Try anything. My sister calls me a
Q: Where do you shop the most?
hippie. Just do whatever you want. If you
A: I’d have to say Charlotte Russe. They’re want to wear jeans and a skirt, wear it. If

you have enough confidence to pull it off,
you might just be the next trend-setter.
Someone might look at you and say “I never thought of that, I’m going to wear that.”
And it’s the same with music and
dance. It’s all about self-expression, so just
wear the things that you want to wear.
Evolve. Don’t think about what people will
say. Don’t be afraid. If you are one of those
people who do really care about what
others say, start with shoes. You can never
go wrong with shoes. When you start
with shoes, you can slowly watch yourself
progress. But, honestly, just wing it. Don’t
let people’s opinions get to you.

Amanda John is a
freshman political science
and sociology double major.

Students get the chance to demonstrate fashion skills
IAN LACK
Lifestyles Reporter
Muddy country boots. Knitted hipster beanies. Vinyl leather
jackets. Torn urban jeans. Pink
floral dresses.
South Dakota State University can represent a variety of
fashion trends and the student
body often reflects the various
fashion trends taking shape at
large within the United States.
One particular scene on campus is providing a space for students to express themselves in
the world of fashion.
Three window displays in
Wagner Hall are used each fall
semester to display mannequins
dressed in the latest clothing
trends designed by students.
Fashion promotion is an ap-

parel merchandising taught by
Nancy Lyons, associate professor, every fall semester. The
course focuses around studying
current fashion trends and their
influences. The class meets for
about four hours each week to
discuss the advertising around
the fashion industry, how retail
stores operate and other factors
that contribute to the world of
apparel.
Students are divided into
small groups of three to four for
the semester and work together throughout the semester as
many as seven times creating
various displays for the hall window displays. With more than
two dozen mannequins to work
with, students work with mannequins of varying sizes and
both genders.

Students are required to pay
a $50 deposit to use the window
displays for the class.
The fall 2015 class dressed
their mannequins seasonably,
often to coincide with sports
seasons and the students’ interests. One group of students
chose to dress one of the displays
in what they called “tailgating”
attire while another chose to create formal wear for the mannequins, complete with nic-nacs
and other accessories.
Lyons began teaching the
class at SDSU more 35 years ago
and began to integrate the use
of mannequins into the class later to provide students with a
unique educational opportunity.
“I thought that the use of the
mannequins would give students
a good sense for apparel mer-

chandising similar to what they
would be doing in a retail store,”
Lyons said. “I think that as we
continue with the mannequins,
they seem to be getting better
year after year.”
Students use class time to
create the displays and meet after class in their groups to work
on the project. Fashion themes
for the window displays and
their mannequins have always
been up to students. After the
various displays are designed,
students are graded on their creations and critique each other’s
work.
A student who created one
of last year’s Wagner mannequin
display was Brielle Mears, a junior apparel merchandising student.
One aspect of the manne-

quin assignments Mears found
difficult in the class was how
the supplies for the display were
brought forward in each group.
“To dress the mannequins,
we actually had to pay completely out of pocket for all of the materials and the apparel that we
included in the window displays,” Mears said. “It made it
interesting because you didn’t
want to spend too much money on your display, but you also
didn’t want to limit what you
could put in your display.”
Mears said her group had to
be resourceful in gathering supplies for their projects in working on the displays. All of the
items she and her fellow students used were from the students themselves.
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Life’s chaotic distractions may be a little too overwhelming for your
sensitive ears this week. This is an opportune time to hop off into the
sunset with your significant other and enjoy some time alone. If your
financial state allows, take a mini retreat. Make like the Energizer
Bunny and recharge your mind.
If you and a friend have undeniable chemistry, it is possible that
you’ll both confront the obvious. You might even decide to start
dating. If you have no such luck, then fluff that tail and try surfing one of those trendy dating apps. Your rabbit’s foot will give you
just enough luck to meet someone truly special!
Slick those ears back. It’s all about business in the front and party in the back this week, as your love life will take backseat to career.
Too many opportunities are flooding in this week for you to pass up.
However, if your co-rabbit offers to help out, don’t dismiss them right
away! The extra paws might come in handy.
If you’re a single rabbit out for a stroll on the prairie, it’s quite possible that you’ll meet and fall for someone who doesn’t fit your usual ‘type’. Even though he or she may be quirky, they have a huge sex
appeal that you wouldn’t have gone for before now. Allow this jack
to expand your horizons. You’ll be glad you did!
Your burrow of defense may make matters worse this week. Fearing rejection and unwanted criticism, you may say things that will
cause yet another unwanted confrontation. Be careful. Rather than
pinning your ears back at critics, confide in your co-rabbit. He or
she will know just the right thing to do to calm you down.
The time allowed for strategizing is coming to an end, but don’t
make hasty decisions. Racing to the end doesn’t bode well for the
rabbit. Instead, follow your intuition and thoroughly think about
the decision you’re making. The Almighty Jack reminds you that
power is in the paws of the rabbit who harnesses patience.
You’re beginning to obsess over miniscule, insignificant details for
a situation that involves others this week. Don’t twist those ears
up trying to execute the perfect strategy. You have enough on your
mind as it is. Ask the other rabbits involved what they think, then
retire to the burrow for a much-needed snooze.
The co-rabbit in your life might want to start a boxing match with
you this week because of an issue that has been pawing at you both
for quite awhile. Instead of giving in to the urge to fight or take
flight, listen to what he or she is telling you in a mature manner.
You’ll be back to holding paws in no time.
This week starts off with you feeling jacked up, surging with energy.
A close friend will try to confront you in response to a long-term issue, but today is not the day to hash it out. Shake paws and agree to
disagree for now. Revisit the issue in a few days when you’re not so
eager to start a boxing match.
It seems as though someone has been pulling the ears over your
eyes for awhile. You are just now seeing how they have taken advantage of your sense of loyalty. Although, this feeling of clarity is
not making you feel more at ease. Just remember that you have another 12,000 jackrabbits worthy of befriending.
There is a lot of tension in the air today, as your burrowmates are
forcing you into an untenable position. You want to remedy the
situation as soon as possible, but resolution is more complicated than you think. Have patience, and take into account everyone’s
thoughts.
This week, it feels as though you are being chased down by flirtatious jacks. Take advantage of your endowment of powerful attraction, and try again with that rabbit you’ve had your eye on. Enjoy
the boost in confidence it’ll give you; your charisma will be off the
charts! Fluff that tail and strut your stuff.

Flourless Dark Chocolate Brownies

Ingredients:
• 1 cup of dark chocolate chunks or chips
• 1⁄2 cup of coconut oil
• 4 eggs
• 1 cup of sugar
• 1/2 cup of cocoa powder
• 1/2 cup of almond meal
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 2 teaspoon vanilla

Directions:
1. Melt the chocolate chunks and the coconut oil over medium
heat. Set aside.
2. In the bowl of an electric mixer, whisk together the eggs and
sugar.
3. Gradually add in the melted chocolate.
4. Stir in the almond meal, cocoa powder, salt and vanilla.
5. Pour into a square baking pan lined with parchment or that is
well greased.
6. Bake at 350 F for 20 to 25 minutes
7. Allow to cool completely before cutting
Retrieved from http://www.heathersfrenchpress.com/2013/04/flourless-dark-chocolate-brownies.html

Book Review:
An Abundance of Katherines
HAILEY KLINE
Lifestyles Editor
“What is the point of being alive if you don’t at
least try to do something
remarkable?”
These profound words
are found in John Green’s
novel “An Abundance of
Katherines,” a story of a
teenage boy uncoincidentally falling in love with 19
different Katherines and
being dumped by each
and every one.
Colin Singleton, a certified genius, cannot seem
to find the love he’s always imagined and creates a formula as to why
he’s never found what he’s
searching for. Colin and
his best friend, Hassan,
have just graduated from
high school and decide
that, if they’re going to do
anything exciting, it must
happen the summer be-

fore college.
However, Hassan
doesn’t believe college is
for him. As Hassan sees
this as the last hoorah
for the duo, he convinces Colin to go on a road
trip which takes them to
a small town supposedly holding the body of the
man responsible for starting World War I.
Gutshot, Tennessee
deserves the definition
of a small town, consisting of a few homes and
this memorial site along
with a few other necessary
stores. Colin and Hassan
stumble upon the Wells
family and are offered a
job at the family business:
the memorial touring system and novelty shack.
Lindsey Wells, the
owner’s daughter, is a
small town girl completely content with where
her life is and isn’t scared

by the idea that she will
live in Gutshot her entire life. She becomes
close with Colin and Hassan even though her boyfriend does not approve.
This twisting story of romance and mathematical
equations paints a picture
of summer romance and
long-lasting friendship.
Just one of Green’s
incredible novels, “An
Abundance of Katherines”
gives hope to the single
reader that, eventually,
the right person will appear and change the perspective of life all together. Finding love is not
easy, but it is not something to give up on. If
Colin can be dumped 19
times and still find it, so
can you.
Rating: 4 out of 5 stars
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Clarissa Ober jumps for the ball during a game againt Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. The Jacks will play their last home game Thursday, Feb. 18 against Denver University.

Jacks shoot for redemption
NATE GIESE
Assistant Sports Editor
Looking past an opponent is never a good
thing. That’s the challenge the South Dakota
State University women’s basketball team faces this week with a rematch against University
South Dakota slated for Saturday.
Currently tied for first in the Summit League
standings, the winner of that game at the DakotaDome will have the inside edge to win the regular season title. The last two NCAA Tournament
representatives from the conference, the only two
programs to win regular season titles over the
past five years and the rivalry all rolled into one
makes this the game of the week.
But first, the Jackrabbits must take care of
Denver University in what will be SDSU’s final
home game of the season Thursday.
“We can’t look past the Denver game and look
at the USD game,” said junior wing Kerri Young.
“What’s in front of us now is the Denver game
and we’ll take care of that then focus on the USD
game.”
Inside the team, it’s easier to say that. In order to get to Saturday, SDSU must play Thursday. Outside of the team, though, it’s easy to look
past the Pioneers.
While the Jacks (21-4, 11-1 in Summit League
play) sit tied with the Coyotes for first place,
Denver enters Thursday’s contest at Frost Arena
riding a nine-game losing streak, a 4-22 overall
record and 2-11 record in Summit League play.
SDSU beat the Pioneers by 37 in their first meet-

ing of the season in Denver on New Years Day.
“We haven’t played them since our first
(league) game,” Young said. “I’m sure they’re a
new team, or a different team since the first time
we played them. We’ll just have to be ready for
them.”
Saturday’s game is the focus, though. Combined, the Jacks and Coyotes have won their last
17 games, both winning streaks running from
their Jan. 17 meeting in Frost Arena. With the
winner of the game having the best shot to win
the regular season title and the top seed in the
Summit League tournament, important doesn’t
begin to describe the contest.
Though just a freshman, Madison Guebert
not only understands the importance of Saturday
but also the importance of staying focused.
“Obviously it’s USD, so that game is always
going to be one of the biggest games of the year.
That’s just how it is,” Guebert said. “It’s a big
game in terms of rivalry and we lost to them the
first time. I would definitely say it’s one of the
biggest games of the year, but we can’t get too
wrapped up in that thought because we obviously have to take care of Denver first.”
The Jacks have been dominating opponents
since that first meeting, winning each of their
last six games by 12 points or more, including a
34-point route against North Dakota State two
weeks ago.
Meanwhile, the Coyotes have been doing just
as much damage, winning each of their last five
games by 15 points or more, including a 46-point
drubbing of the same Denver squad SDSU faces

prior to Saturday’s collision.
Things have changed in the last month,
though. Both teams may be dominating the competition, but the Jacks know where they struggled in the first meeting.
“After the last game, we talked a lot about
how we played to not mess up rather than playing to win, so I think that’s something we really
need to focus on in this game,” Young said.
Young also said another key aspect to getting the win on Saturday will be by “locking up”
USD’s star scorer Nicole Seekamp.
A senior from Australia, Seekamp is third in
the conference in scoring, averaging 16.3 points
per game, while leading the Summit League with
6.3 assists per contests. Seekamp shoots over 40
percent from three as well, making her a versatile
threat the Jacks have had trouble stopping.
Seekamp went for 23 points in the first meeting between USD and SDSU, including the
game-winning shot in the final minute to finish
off the game for the Coyotes. In 10 games against
SDSU, Seekamp averages just under 17 points
per meeting, making her one to watch in this
game.
Though the Jacks aren’t looking past Denver
on Thursday, Saturday presents an opportunity
for retribution and a chance to secure the regular
season championship.
“We’ve just gotta go out there and play like
we’ve been playing this whole season and just
have confidence,” Young said, “and know that we
can get the job done and know that we are the
best team in the Summit League.”

Cornemann to leave behind a legacy at SDSU
ANDREW LARSON
Sports Reporter
Chloe Cornemann has come into
her own as a key role player for the
South Dakota State University women’s basketball team. In her senior
year, Cornemann has continued a
family legacy with Jackrabbit athletics, one whose history has ties with
one of her current teammates.
Originally from Yankton, South
Dakota, Cornemann was a threesport athlete in high school, competing in volleyball, basketball and
track. But her love of basketball outweighed the other sports, which
prompted her to further her career
on the court beyond high school
even though she admitted she was a
better volleyball player.
Given her family’s history at
SDSU, Cornemann decided on becoming a Jackrabbit. Her father,
Dave, wrestled for SDSU from 1981
to 1984 and won a national championship in the 167-pound weight
class in 1984 while her older sister,
Ketty, also played for Head Coach
Aaron Johnston from 2007 to 2010.
The transition from high school
to Division I basketball came as a bit
of a shock to Cornemann at first.
“You can’t really describe it to
someone until you’ve gone through
it,” the senior guard said. “I remember my first time going in when
coach A.J. was like ‘Chloe, go get
whoever’ and I’m sitting there like
‘holy moly, I can’t even watch these
girls they’re running so fast.’ I just

remember the pace of play was crazy.”
In her first year, Cornemann
played a key role off the bench,
though seldom filled up the stat
sheet, totaling 49 points in 461 minutes of action. Jessica Hart, who
came in the same recruiting class
as Cornemann, left the program after that first year. Despite the initial
shock, Cornemann made it through,
continuing to be an extra jolt of energy to the team off the bench.
Through her time at SDSU, Cornemann has forged a bond with fellow senior Gabrielle Boever.
Boever, now a sixth-year senior, was on campus two years before Cornemann arrived. However,
their sisters, Maria Boever and Ketty, were on the women’s basketball
team from 2007 to 2010 together, so
they’ve had a connection for much
longer than the four years they’ve
been together.
“I’ve known Chloe for ten years
or so,” Boever said. “She’s a great
person on and off the court. Very
easy going, easy to talk to and one of
my best friends. She’s just a loveable
person. Everyone loves her.”
Through their connection before SDSU, the newest Boever-Cornemann connection has taken it
upon themselves as the lone seniors
on this young Jackrabbit team to be
the leaders.
“There’s always little things in
the locker room that we talk about,
that we address to the team,” Boever
said. “On the court, they see how vo-

cal we are as a group, getting up on
great plays and always saying ‘good
job’.”
Cornemann takes pride in being
one of the seniors on the team and
credits coach Johnston for helping
make her a great leader.
“A.J. does a really good job at
preparing his players so that when
they get to their senior year, they are
able to just step into that role and
make the most of it,” Cornemann
said. “He relies on his seniors very
heavily. He expects us to lead the
way in whatever [the team needs].
He expects us to take that role on.”
Playing time has continued to
come sporadically for Cornemann,
but she had her shining moment on
Senior Day this past Saturday.
Coming off the bench against Indiana University--Purdue University
Fort Wayne, Cornemann went 3-of5 from three-point range for a career-high 10 points to go along with
four rebounds, three assists and a
steal in the win.
As the season winds down, Cornemann said the team’s ultimate
goal is not only to make it to the
NCAA Tournament but to advance
to the Sweet 16. This message is on
a piece of paper in players’ lockers,
reminding them of the goal before
practice every day.
With Cornemann continuing to
be the vocal leader along with Boever, the Jacks hope to close her career
on a high note.
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In her final season, Chloe Cornemann has continued her family’s SDSU
athletic career. Cornemann hopes to help her team reach the Sweet 16.
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Sports

in brief

Men’s Basketball

Wrestling

The South Dakota State men’s also improved to 9-3 in Summit
basketball team trailed by as
League play.
many as 10 points early in SaturMike Daum scored a caday’s showdown with the Univerreer-high 24 points to lead all
sity of South Dakota, but used a
players, and tied for game-high
30-2 run later in the half to secure honors with six rebounds. George
an 85-68 win over USD in front of Marshall finished with 22 points
a season-high crowd of 5,035 fans while Deondre Parks had 14 and
at Frost Arena in the South Dako- Keaton Moffitt had 11 in the win.
ta Corn Showdown Series.
The Jacks will travel to Fort
The Jackrabbits’ 27th straight
Wayne, Indiana to take on Indihome win gives them a 20-6 reana University–Purdue Univercord overall, the program’s 23rd
sity Fort Wayne on Thursday in
20-win season and the 12th under a showdown for first place in the
Head Coach Scott Nagy. SDSU
Summit League.
NEXT HOME: February 25 vs. North Dakota State

South Dakota State’s wrestling
team’s school-record 12-dual winning streak came to an end Sunday as the 24th-ranked Jackrabbits were upended by No. 7 Oklahoma, 19-13.
The University of Oklahoma
Sooners, who won four of the final five bouts to secure the victory,
improved to 10-5 overall, including 5-1 in the Big 12. SDSU, meanwhile, fell to 13-6 overall and 5-2
against Big 12 Conference foes. All
six of the Jackrabbits’ dual losses this season have been to teams
currently ranked in the top 25.
The streak helped lead the
Jacks into the top 25 polls, and
the close match with the Sooners actually saw them move up as
high as No. 22 in some polls.
The Jackrabbits close out the
dual season next Sunday, Feb. 21
at North Dakota State at 2 p.m.
at Bentson Bunker Fieldhouse on
the NDSU campus in Fargo.
NEXT UP: Febraury 21 @ North
Dakota State

Women’s Basketball
The South Dakota State UniEllie Thompson added 13 and 12
versity women’s basketball team
points, respectively. Senior guard
outscored Indiana University–
Chloe Cornemann scored a caPurdue University Fort Wayne
reer-high 10 points. Junior for55-23 during the second and
ward Clarissa Ober snared 12 rethird quarters as the Jackrabbits
bounds and blocked three shots.
rolled to a 92-64 win Saturday af- All 12 Jackrabbits scored in the
ternoon in front of 3,209 fans
contest.
at Frost Arena in The Summit
SDSU closes the regular seaLeague action.
son home schedule at 7 p.m.
The game was SDSU’s seventh Thursday against Denver before
straight win and the 92 points are playing their final three games of
a season-best.
the season on the road, includThe Jackrabbits, now 21-4
ing Saturday in Vermillion, South
and 11-1, were led by sophomore
Dakota when they take on USD
guard Macy Miller’s 18 points
looking to avenge a loss to the
and six assists. junior guard KerCoyotes in Brookings earlier in
ri Young and sophomore forward
the season.
NEXT HOME: February 18 vs. Denver

Softball
The South Dakota State
softball team had a rough start
to their season at the University of Northern Iowa Indoor
Classic this past weekend, as
they dropped all five games
they played at the UNI Dome.
The Jacks fell short against
UNI (twice), Saint Louis University, UW-Green Bay and
Drake University.
SDSU battled hard, falling
7-10, 6-9, 4-6 and 3-5 in their
first four games of the weekend. The second matchup with
UNI was the most lopsided affair, as the Jacks fell 2-11 in five
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innings.
Jordyn Sturgeon and Lauren Chirnside led the Jacks at
the plate in the opening weekend, as Chirnside went 8-15
with a pair of home runs in the
five games, while Sturgeon hit
a homer in each of the Jacks
three games on Friday.
The Jacks will look to get
on the winning side of things
this weekend when they travel to Arlington, Texas for the
Maverick Invitational for two
games against University of
Texas at Arlington and three
against Princeton University.

NEXT UP: February 19-21 @ Maverick Invite, Arlington, Texas

Swim and Dive
The South Dakota State University swimming and diving
teams will compete at the 2016
Summit League Championships
this week in Indianapolis. The
four-day meet runs from Wednesday through Saturday at the Indiana University—Purdue University Indianapolis Natatorium.
Competition begins at 4 p.m.
EST Wednesday with the men’s
3-meter diving preliminaries. The
event finals, plus the 200-yard
medley relays and 800-yard freestyle relays will be contested starting at 6 p.m.
For the last three days of competition, event preliminaries will
begin at 11 a.m. EST, with the finals sessions starting at 6 p.m.
Denver is the defending champion in both the men’s and women’s divisions. SDSU finished third
in the men’s division at the 2015
Summit League Swimming and
Diving Championships, while the
Jackrabbit women placed second
for the second year in a row.
NEXT UP: February 17-20 @
Summit League Championships

Track
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Cailyn Schreuers competes in the 60-meter hurdles at the SDSU Indoor Classic. The SJAC played
host to 39 teams and over 1400 athletes during the two day event.

The South Dakota State track
set their school records in the triand field teams hosted the SDSU
ple jump and pole vault, respecClassic this weekend. The meet
tively. Freshman Emily Donincluded 39 teams and over 1,400 nay also placed first in the one
athletes and was the second largmile run, and teamed with Jessiest track and field meet in South
ca Eibs, Renae Dykstra and MariDakota State history. The event
sa Shady to take first in the 4x800
drew crowds of more than 1,800
meter relay.
spectators Friday, and more than
SDSU will host one more
2,000 on Saturday.
meet before The Summit League
The lone win for the JackrabIndoor Track and Field Champibits on the men’s side was Jeremi- onships. The Jacks will host the
ah Ary’s victory in the triple jump. SDSU Tune-Up in Brookings FriOn the women’s side, Jazzeleday, Feb. 19.
na Black and Amy Leiferman reNEXT UP: February 19 SDSU Tune-Up

Baseball
The South Dakota State University baseball team has been picked to
finish third in the Summit League standings during the upcoming 2016
season, according to a poll among the league’s six head coaches.
The Jackrabbits, who posted a 33-23 overall record and finished
second in the league standings with an 18-11 mark in 2015, received
one first-place vote and tallied a total of 17 points for their third-place
showing in the preseason poll. Defending regular season and tournament champion Oral Roberts University received the other five firstplace votes to be tabbed as the favorite with 25 points. Tournament runner-up Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne was second
with 19 points.
Rounding out the poll were the University of Nebraska-Omaha with
15 points, North Dakota State with eight points and Western Illinois
University with six.
The Jackrabbits, coached by Dave Schrage, are scheduled to open
the 2016 season Feb. 19 with a matchup against Florida Atlantic in
Starkville, Mississippi. SDSU will play two games against both Florida
Atlantic and host Mississippi State on the opening weekend.
NEXT UP: February 19 vs. Florida Atlantic @ Mississippi State,
Starkville, Mississippi
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Swim and dive prepares for Summit
AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor
The South Dakota State University swim and
dive teams will compete at the 2016 Summit
League Championships this week in Indianapolis. The four-day meet runs from Wednesday
through Saturday at the IUPUI Natatorium.
Competition begins at 4 p.m. EST Wednesday with the men’s 3-meter diving preliminaries. The event finals, plus the 200-yard medley
relays and 800-yard freestyle relays will be contested starting at 6 p.m.
For the last three days of competition, event
preliminaries will begin at 11 a.m. EST, with the
final sessions starting at 6 p.m.
On the women’s side, senior Kayce Smith and
sophomore Kristin Erf are each in the top six of
both breaststroke events, with Erf holding the
second-fastest time in the 100-yard breaststroke
(1:03.22) so far this season.
First-year swimmer Richelle Bruyckere also
holds top-eight showings in the two butterfly
events.
“IUPUI, ourselves and Omaha for second,”
SDSU head Coach Brad Ericksen said the night
before the conference championships started.
“It all depends on how our ladies swim and what
they do. We can’t control what they do just what
we do, so swim the races we can and let things
fall where they may.”
Senior diver Olivia Olesiak has set school records on both the 1-meter (275.85 points) and
3-meter (305.71) boards this season and ranks
second in both events. Olesiak has also set a
Zones-qualifying standard on the 3-meter board.
“The diving is so subjective,” Ericksen said.
“If she, or the girl seeded first, makes a mistake
they could fall down. They’ve got to hit their
dives well twice. She has a good shot. She has
beaten her in duels before.”
In the men’s division, senior Ben Bolinske

holds two top-four times in the freestyle sprints,
with junior Daniel Jacobson ranking in the top
eight in both the 50-yard freestyle and 200-yard
backstroke. Freshman Wyatt Rumrill also holds
a pair of top-eight seeds in the breaststroke
events.
The Jackrabbit men also figure to pick up a
slew of points in the diving events, where freshman Joseph Weber ranks first on the 1-meter board (309.90) and fourth in the 3-meter
event (292.64). He is joined by teammates Noah
Batenhorst and Parker Brown, who also rank in
the top seven in each diving event. Weber will
compete at Zones with his 1-meter score meeting
a qualifying standard.
“We’ve got as good of shot as anybody for second place [on the men’s side],” Ericksen said.
“It’ll be between us and IUPUI. Other schools
have good individuals but we have the depth.
Denver is far and above the best team, but we
have a good shot for second with our overall
team depth.”
Denver is the defending champion in both
the men’s and women’s divisions. SDSU finished
third out of six teams in the men’s division at
the 2015 Summit League Swimming and Diving Championships, while the Jackrabbit women placed second out of seven teams for the second year in a row.
Sunday after the conference championships,
the Natatorium pool will be converted to meters
to allow some Summit League athletes the opportunity to try for times to qualify for the Olympic Trials. The Jacks will have seven or eight athletes trying to make the qualifying marks.
“It’s an opportunity for the athletes that are
tapered and shaved to have the best chance to
make that cut,” Ericksen said. “There are a couple [of SDSU swimmers] with a chance. Ben Bolinske and Dan Jacobson have a chance in the
sprints, and Kristin Erf has an opportunity as
well.”

Black jumps up NCAA leaderboard

Athlete of
the Week

AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor

Jazzelena
Black

For her performance in the triple jump that vaulted
her to No. 16 in the nation in the event, South Dakota State track and field athlete Jazzelena Black is
this week’s Collegian Sports Athlete of the Week.
Black jumped 42-11.50 inches at the SDSU Indoor invitational this past weekend, breaking her
own school record in the event as part of a weekend
that saw the Jackrabbit women have 10 new entries
in the school’s alltime top 10 list. At the time of the
jump, Black was in 12th in Division I, but her mark
slipped to 16th by the end of the weekend. That is a
significant figure because in DI track, the top 16 individuals in the nation in each event are invited to
the NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships.
Other athletes can move ahead of Black in these last
few weeks of the season, but she is currently on the
inside looking out and has an opportunity to improve her mark with the Jacks hosting the SDSU
Tune-Up on Friday and traveling to the Summit
League Championships next week.
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Clarissa Ober goes up against Oral Roberts last week. Ober and the Jacks host their final home
game Thursday before Saturday’s showdown against USD in Vermillion, South Dakota.

2015 Dunk Contest:
Good but not great
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Reporter
The NBA Slam Dunk Contest,
which is held on Saturday night
during All Star weekend, has regained popularity in the last
couple of years because of talented young guys who are freak
athletes.
Growing up I was always fascinated by the slam dunk contest. Seeing guys like Vince Carter, Jason Richardson, Dwight
Howard and Nate Robinson win
it was always fun to watch.
Until last year, when Minnesota Timberwolves rookie guard
Zach Lavine made people’s jaws
drop with his crazy athleticism,
the dunk contest was a bit of a
joke.
In 2014, the NBA changed
the slam dunk contest to two
teams, East and West. Each
team had four participants and
had two minutes to throw down
as many dunks as possible. Everyone hated that format so they
went back to the old format last
year.
This year, the dunk contest was spectacular. It became a showdown between last
year’s champion Lavine and second-year Orlando Magic forward Aaron Gordon. It took
three overtime dunks because
they both kept getting 50s (perfect scores). Lavine ended up
edging Gordon out with a in-between the legs dunk from a couple inches inside the free throw

line. This made Lavine only the
fourth player to win back-toback dunk contests.
Later that night and the next
day many people compared this
dunk contest to what most people call the greatest dunk contest
of all time. I am referring to the
1988 dunk contest, which boded
arguably the best dunker of all
time in Dominique Wilkins and
the best player of all time in Michael Jordan. Some people went
to the lengths to say this year’s
contest was even better. To me
this is preposterous.
There’s only one reason:
star power, or a lack of it. Zach
Lavine and Aaron Gordon do
not even start for their respective teams. Jordan was just entering his prime and becoming one of the most iconic sports
legends and won the MVP in the
1988 All Star Game. Wilkins was
also an All-Star. Lavine and Gordon will maybe be lucky if both
of them even get to one all star
game. Jordan and Wilkins are
both hall of famers. The only
way to make this comparison
is if you had guys like Lebron
James and Russell Westbrook
facing off.
Until we get superstars in the
dunk contest, it will never be the
same as it was in the 80’s. You
can say that the dunk contest is
back from a dunking standpoint,
but until you get the star power it will never be parallel to that
dunk contest.
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Guard George Marshall passes the ball during Saturday’s game against the Coyotes.
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In support of Samaritan’s Feet, Coach Nagy didn’t wear shoes during Saturday’s game against
USD.

Showdown for first place in Fort Wayne
COLLEGIAN SPORTS STAFF
After an up and down week, the
SDSU men’s basketball team
now has its sights set yet another big game, which seems to
come up frequently this year in
the Summit League.
The Jacks (20-6, 9-3 in the
Summit League) suffered perhaps their most difficult defeat of the season, falling to the
Omaha Mavericks 96-92 on the
road. Though Omaha presented
a tough task as the high-scoring
offense in the conference, SDSU
had one of the best defenses in
the conference prior to the contest. That defense was unable to
contain the Mavericks, allowing Omaha to shoot 59 percent
from the field while hitting 11of-18 three-point attempts.

“It’s a joke – an absolute
joke,” head coach Scott Nagy
said of the defensive effort.
“They did all the things it takes
to win tough basketball games –
free throws, rebounding, turnovers. You don’t win games
playing the way we did.”
SDSU rebounded three days
later by suffocating the South
Dakota Coyotes in Frost Arena. Despite trailing by as many
as 10 in the first half, the Jacks
used runs of 19-0 and 30-2 to
silence the visiting rivals, coming away with an 85-68 win to
sweep the South Dakota Corn
Showdown Series sweep.
“We needed to get going and
our crowd was a big factor in us
doing that,” redshirt freshman
Mike Daum said of the 5,035
fans in attendance. “We fed off

their energy, and I knew when
we got rolling it’d be hard for
them to stop us.”
A hard pill to swallow of a
loss followed up by a win over
the rivals later, SDSU remains
tied atop the Summit League
standings with their next opponent: the IPFW Mastodons.
Having a win over the Mastodons (20-7, 7-1) already, the
Jacks are capable of picking up
the win, but the defense that
showed up at Omaha is best to
be avoided against IPFW.
IPFW is led by junior guard
Max Landis, who has emerged
as a Player of the Year candidate
in the Summit League. Landis
currently leads the nation in
three-point shooting, hitting exactly 50 percent of his attempt
from beyond the arc this sea-

son while averaging 18.9 points
per game.
In the first meeting, Landis
finished with 23 points on 5-of11 shooting from beyond the
arc. He and freshman John
Konchar (22 points, 13 rebounds) made up 45 of IPFW’s
76 points and both figure to be
major players in the rematch
that could decide who finishes as conference champs and
earns the 1-seed in the Summit
League tournament.
Senior guards George Marshall and Deondre Parks both
hit career-highs in the first
meeting, Marshall topping out
with a career-high 28 points
11-of-22 shooting while Parks
dropped career-high tying 26
points on 9-of-17 from the field.
Two interesting wrinkles to

this game involve players who
didn’t participate in that first
meeting.
Mo Evans, IPFW’s leading
scorer for much of the season,
was ruled ineligible before playing SDSU the first time. For the
Jacks, Jake Bittle was still nursing a knee injury and did not
play. Evans continues to be unavailable for the Mastodons
while Bittle returned to the
Jacks lineup a week later.
With a tight race throughout the conference, Thursday’s
contest in Fort Wayne could act
as the deciding factor in tournament seeding. SDSU is just 7-6
on the road this season while
IPFW is 10-1 at home.
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